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Downton Abbey is a British historical drama television series that follows
the lives of the Crawley family and their servants in the early 20th century.
The show has been a critical and commercial success, winning numerous
awards, including Golden Globe Awards, Emmy Awards, and BAFTA
Awards. Downton Abbey has also been praised for its accurate portrayal of
British history and culture, as well as its engaging characters and
storylines.
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An American Guide to Downton Abbey is a comprehensive guide to the
world of Downton Abbey, providing an in-depth look at the history and
architecture of the house, the lives of the Crawley family and their servants,
and the social and cultural context of the Edwardian era.

The History and Architecture of Downton Abbey

Downton Abbey is a fictional country house located in Yorkshire, England.
The house was built in the 17th century and has been extensively
remodeled and expanded over the years. The current house is a mixture of
architectural styles, including Tudor, Jacobean, and Baroque. Downton
Abbey is set on a large estate, which includes gardens, parkland, and a
village.

The history of Downton Abbey is closely intertwined with the history of the
Crawley family. The Crawleys have been living at Downton Abbey for
generations, and they have played a significant role in British history. The
family has produced several notable figures, including diplomats,
politicians, and soldiers.

The Crawley Family

The Crawley family is at the heart of Downton Abbey. The family is headed
by Robert Crawley, the Earl of Grantham. Robert is a wealthy and
influential man, but he is also a kind and compassionate father. His wife,
Cora, is an American heiress who brings a touch of modernity to Downton
Abbey. The Crawleys have three daughters: Mary, Edith, and Sybil. Mary is
the eldest daughter and the heir to Downton Abbey. She is a strong and
intelligent woman, but she is also somewhat cold and aloof. Edith is the
middle daughter and the most artistic of the three sisters. She is a talented
writer and painter, but she often feels overshadowed by her older sister.



Sybil is the youngest daughter and the most progressive of the three
sisters. She is a passionate advocate for social justice and equality.

In addition to the Crawley family, Downton Abbey is home to a large staff of
servants. The servants play a vital role in the day-to-day running of the
house. They include the butler, the housekeeper, the cook, the footmen,
and the maids. The servants are a diverse group of people, each with their
own unique story to tell.

The Social and Cultural Context of Downton Abbey

Downton Abbey is set in the Edwardian era, a period of great social and
cultural change in Britain. The Edwardian era saw the rise of the middle
class and the decline of the aristocracy. It was also a time of great
technological and scientific advances. Downton Abbey reflects these
changes, as the Crawleys and their servants navigate the changing world
around them.

The Edwardian era was also a time of great social unrest. The poor and
working class were becoming increasingly dissatisfied with their lot in life.
This unrest led to a number of social movements, including the suffragette
movement and the labor movement. Downton Abbey reflects these social
tensions, as the Crawleys and their servants struggle to come to terms with
the changing world around them.

An American Guide to Downton Abbey is a comprehensive guide to the
world of Downton Abbey, providing an in-depth look at the history and
architecture of the house, the lives of the Crawley family and their servants,
and the social and cultural context of the Edwardian era. This guide is the



perfect companion for fans of the show and anyone interested in British
history and culture.
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