Holy Lockdown: Does the Church Limit Black
Progress?

In his groundbreaking new book, Holy Lockdown, Dr. Yohuru Williams
argues that the Black Church has played a paradoxical role in Black
progress. On the one hand, the Black Church has been a source of
strength, resilience, and hope for Black people. It has provided a place of
refuge and community, and it has helped to shape Black identity and
culture. On the other hand, the Black Church has also been a force of
conservatism and social control. It has often preached a gospel of
submission and acceptance, and it has discouraged Black people from
challenging the status quo.
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Dr. Williams argues that this "holy lockdown" has limited Black progress.
He points to the fact that, despite the Black Church's long history of
involvement in the civil rights movement, there is still a wide gap between
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Black and white Americans in terms of economic, social, and political
power. He also argues that the Black Church's focus on otherworldly
concerns has led to a neglect of this-worldly problems, such as poverty,
unemployment, and crime.

Holy Lockdown is a challenging and provocative book that is sure to spark
debate. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the complex
relationship between race, religion, and social change.

About the Author

Dr. Yohuru Williams is a professor of history at Fairfield University. He is the
author of several books on the Black Church and Black history, including
Black Politics/White Power: Civil Rights and Black Power in Pine BIuff,
Arkansas and Teaching the Black Power Movement: History, Memory, and
the Classroom.

Reviews

"Holy Lockdown is a powerful and important book. Dr. Williams provides a
nuanced and insightful analysis of the complex relationship between the
Black Church and Black progress. This book is a must-read for anyone who
is interested in the future of the Black Church and the future of Black
America."—Cornel West, Professor of Philosophy and Christian Practice at
Union Theological Seminary

"Holy Lockdown is a timely and necessary book. Dr. Williams offers a fresh
perspective on the role of the Black Church in Black life. This book is sure
to spark debate and discussion."—Michael Eric Dyson, Professor of
Sociology and African American Studies at Georgetown University
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