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Tokyo Rose was a legendary figure during World War II. She was the voice
of the Japanese propaganda broadcasts that were beamed to American
troops in the Pacific. Her broadcasts were designed to demoralize the
troops and encourage them to surrender. But who was Tokyo Rose? Was
she a traitor or a victim?

This dual biography tells the story of Iva Toguri D'Aquino, the American
woman who was accused of being Tokyo Rose, and Kazuko Hosoki, the
Japanese woman who actually did the broadcasts.

Iva Toguri D'Aquino

Iva Toguri D'Aquino was born in Los Angeles, California, in 1919. Her
parents were Japanese immigrants. D'Aquino attended the University of
California, Los Angeles, where she studied journalism. In 1941, she moved
to Japan to visit her grandparents. When the war broke out, D'Aquino was
stranded in Japan.

In 1943, D'Aquino was recruited by the Japanese government to work for
the Domei News Agency. D'Aquino's job was to translate Japanese
propaganda into English for broadcast to American troops in the Pacific.
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D'Aquino did not know that her broadcasts were being used for
propaganda purposes.

After the war, D'Aquino was arrested by the American military and charged
with treason. She was convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison.
D'Aquino served six years in prison before she was released on parole in
1956.

Kazuko Hosoki

Kazuko Hosoki was born in Tokyo, Japan, in 1918. She was a singer and
actress. In 1943, Hosoki was recruited by the Japanese government to
work for the Domei News Agency. Hosoki's job was to broadcast
propaganda to American troops in the Pacific.

Hosoki's broadcasts were very effective. She had a beautiful voice and a
charming personality. She often spoke about her love for America and her
desire for peace. Hosoki's broadcasts helped to demoralize American
troops and encourage them to surrender.

After the war, Hosoki was arrested by the American military. However, she
was not charged with any crime. Hosoki returned to Japan, where she
continued to work as a singer and actress.

The Tokyo Rose Myth

The Tokyo Rose myth is the idea that there was a single woman who was
responsible for all of the Japanese propaganda broadcasts that were
beamed to American troops in the Pacific. This myth is not true. There were
actually many different women who worked for the Domei News Agency,
and each of them had their own unique style of broadcasting.



The Tokyo Rose myth was created by the American military. The military
wanted to demonize the Japanese propaganda broadcasts, and they did
this by creating a single villain who could be blamed for all of the
broadcasts.

The Tokyo Rose myth had a lasting impact on American culture. It created
a stereotype of Asian women as being treacherous and untrustworthy. This
stereotype has been used to justify discrimination against Asian Americans.

The story of Tokyo Rose is a complex and tragic one. Iva Toguri D'Aquino
was an American woman who was falsely accused of being a traitor.
Kazuko Hosoki was a Japanese woman who actually did the broadcasts,
but she was never charged with any crime.

The Tokyo Rose myth is a reminder of the dangers of prejudice and
discrimination. It is also a reminder of the importance of telling the truth,
even when it is difficult.
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